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POPULATION, RESOURCES, ENVIRONMENT: ISSUES IN HUMAN ECOLOGY.
By Paul R. Ehrlich and Anne H. Ehrlich. San Francisco, W. H. Freeman
& Company, 1970. 383 pp. $8.95.
Paul Ehrlich is really Paul Revere. As he gallops verbally through our
society, he warns us of the enemy rapidly approaching. The enemy, much
more deadly than the British Redcoats, is in fact, global ecological catas-
trophe caused by the unbridled increase in the human population, the
wanton and gluttonous utilization of the earth's precious and limited re-
sources, and the careless despoliation of the environment we all must share.
His aim is to arouse us; he is passionately concerned about our basic
ignorance of the problem and ways to correct it, as well as by our failure
of will where certain hard decisions have to be made. This book, written
with his wife, is his way of giving us some ammunition for the battle ahead.
Paul Sears, who retired as Director of the Conservation Program at
Yale several years ago, described ecology as a "subversive science." Sound
ecological management appears to be essentially incompatible with an un-
regulated capitalistic economy, with its emphasis on production for profit
rather than for use, massive advertising campaigns to stimulate new ma-
terial wants and the planned obsolescence of shoddy materials. Though it is
not the main point of the Ehrlichs' book, this problem is posed at frequent
intervals by their exposition.
This is not a typical textbook; it is frequently passionately written and
opinionated. Yet it is provocative, and presents the issues sharply to engage
students' interest. The Ehrlichs' book is appropriate reading fare for all
concerned citizens.
ARTHUR W. GALSTON
CHEMICAL FALLOUT: CURRENT RESEARCH ON PERSISTENT PESTICIDES.
Edited by Morton W. Miller and George G. Berg. Springfield, Ill., Charles
C. Thomas, 1969. 531 pp. $22.50.
By now almost everyone knows that DDT introduced to control insects
has had so many undesirable ecological side effects that its use has been
severely limited in this country and in many of the technologically ad-
vanced countries of the world. The reason for this is, of course, that DDT
is one of the most remarkably persistent organic molecules ever introduced
massively into nature. DDT is not alone. Many other chlorinated hydro-
carbons like dieldrin and aldrin are similarly noxious in the environment;
organic phosphates are terribly dangerous; heavy metals like mercury and
lead, either in the inorganic form or as slightly altered molecules present
great and menacing dangers to man and other of his co-inhabitants of the
planet earth.
Even the air that we breath has become dangerous because of incom-
pletely combusted hydrocarbons from the tailpipes of automobiles and re-
fineries, sulfur dioxide from the combustion of high sulfur coals, nitric
oxides from various industrial sources, fluorides and other compounds.
All these are toxic to plants, animals, and man, and since their buildup
in the ecosystem accelerates as technology increases, we may expect the
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problems generated by these pollutants to be more and more acute as time
goes by.
This book, edited by Miller and Berg, is a compilation of the proceed-
ings of a conference held at the University of Rochester to collect and
consider such scattered accumulated data. The chapters represent individual
contributions by the authors at the conference. Each chapter contains refer-
ences and a summarized discussion which includes many of the obvious
questions that one would want to ask the speakers. The book is a mine of
information that ought to be consulted by all interested in this field.
ARTHUR W. GALSTON
AN ATLAS OF HAEMATOLOGICAL CYTOLOGY. By F. G. J. Hayhoe and F. J.
Flemans. New York, John Wiley and Sons, Inc., 1970. 320 pp. $12.50.
The authors state in their brief introduction that their aim was to produce
a hematologic atlas of high quality in a convenient sized, inexpensive book.
They have assembled 349 color plates, depicting both normal blood cell
morphology and the gamut of hematologic diseases. American readers will
find the illustrations of the blood in parasitic tropical diseases interesting,
if exotic. The photomicrographs are of generally good quality. However,
many of the high power photos are somewhat blurred, obscuring nuclear
detail as well as cytoplasmic granulations. In addition, the color reproduc-
tion is frequently exaggerated on the red side. In some of the plates (#138,
158, 159) one can hardly distinguish eosinophils from neutrophils. A large
number of plates depict special staining techniques (P.A.S., sudan black,
acid phosphatase). These techniques are not extensively used in day to
day hematologic practice, and perhaps lead to imbalance in an otherwise
"practical" book.
Inevitably this book will be compared to other recent hematologic atlases.
The quality of detail and verity of color do not compare favorably with the
atlas of McDonald, Dodds, and Cruickshank (Williams & Williams, 1964),
which costs only $5.00 more. In summary, this convenient little book
assembles a large number of pictures, covering a wide variety of hema-
tologic conditions, both normal and abnormal. It should provide a valuable
visual reference to be kept beside the microscope for students at all levels
of sophistication. It would be useful in any hematologic laboratory or clinic.
HOWARD A. PEARSON
HANDBOOK OF MOLECULAR CYTOLOGY. Edited by A. Lima-De-Faria. New
York, John Wiley and Sons., 1969. 1,508 pp. $78.00.
This book is intended as an introductory work that attempts to outline
the extremely diverse field of molecular cytology, a subject that encom-
passes a number of disciplines and that, as yet, does not present a coherent
body of information. As such, the Handbook is reasonably successful. The
chapters are by no means exhaustive but do provide a starting point for
readers looking for an outline of the subject and provide an adequate biblio-
graphy for those interested in making a more complete study.
There are, however, certain imbalances apparent to the perhaps not
biased reviewer. There are ten parts concerned with DNA, chromosomes,
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